
Reception – Curriculum Summary – Summer       
Term 1 

 
 

 

Literacy  
SPECIFIC AREA 

 

 To read and write words and simple sentences independently.  

 To write simple sentences which can be read by themselves and others. 

 To read and write some common irregular words.  

 To read and write some tricky words. 

 To use phonic knowledge to decode regular words and read them aloud accurately.  

 To link sounds to letters, naming and sounding the letters of the alphabet.  

 To use phonic knowledge to write words in ways which match their spoken sounds  

 To segment the sounds in simple words and blend them together and knows which letters 

represent some of them.  

 

Our focus is: 
Developing a love of books  
Confidence in writing using our phonics 
Blending and segmenting  
 

Maths 
SPECIFIC AREA 

Numbers (Using numbers 1 – 20) Children can: 

 Count reliably with numbers from 1 to 20 and can recognise numerals 1 to 20.  

 Count out up to 20 objects from a larger group.  

 Count actions or objects which cannot be moved.  

 Selects the correct numeral to represent 1 to 20 objects.  

 Count objects to 20 and count an irregular arrangement of up to 20 objects. 

Numbers (Securing numbers 1-20)  

 Place them in order and say which number is one more or one less than a given number.  

 In practical activities and discussion, begin to use the vocabulary involved in adding and 

subtracting.  

 Using quantities and objects, they add and subtract two single-digit numbers and count on or 

back to find the answer.  

 Use the language of ‘more’ and ‘fewer’ to compare two sets of objects.  

 Find the total number of items in two groups by counting all of them.  

 Say the number that is one more than a given number.  

 Find one more or one less from a group of up to 20 objects.  

 Estimates how many objects they can see and checks by counting them. 

 Expressive Arts and Design 
SPECIFIC AREA 

 Children sing songs, make music and dance, and experiment with ways of changing them. 

They safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting 

with colour, design, texture, form and function (ELG).   

 Plays cooperatively as part of a group to develop and act out a narrative introducing a 

storyline or narrative into their play.  

 Children use what they have learnt about media and materials in original ways, thinking 

about uses and purposes (ELG).  

 To create simple representations of events, people and objects.  

 
Our focus: 
Responding to objects and our environment with 
imagination and creative thinking, using 
resources safely and in a considered manner.  

 

 

Communication and Language 
PRIME AREA 

 
 To listen and respond to ideas expressed by others in conversation or discussion.  

 To use language to imagine and recreate roles and experiences in play situations. 

 To use past, present and future forms accurately when talking about events that have 

happened or are to happen in the future. 

 To be able to follow a story without pictures or props.  

 To answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions about their experiences and in response to stories or 

events.  

 To be able to express effectively, showing awareness of listeners’ needs.  

 To be able to use past, present and future forms accurately when talking about events.  

 
 
Our focus is: 

  Developing our listening skills and vocabulary 
  Speaking clearly and in sentences  
  Improving our listening and comprehension skills 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional 
PRIME AREA 

 
 To be able to show sensitivity to others’ needs and feelings, and form positive relationships 

with adults and other children.  

 They take account of one another’s ideas about how to organise their activity (ELG).  

 To explain own knowledge and understanding, and asks appropriate questions of others.  

 To talk about how they and others show feelings, talk about their own and others’ behaviour, 

and its consequences.  

 Takes steps to resolve conflicts with other children, e.g. finding a compromise. 

 To be able to confidently speak in a familiar group, will talk about their ideas, and will choose 

the resources they need for their chosen activities.  

 To be aware of the boundaries set, and of behavioural expectations in the setting. 

 
Our focus is: 
Understanding and respecting each other’s 
thoughts and feelings 
Our school motto 
Supporting all to feel safe and valued 

 

Physical Development 
PRIME AREA 

  
 To show some understanding that good practices with regard to exercise, eating, sleeping 

and hygiene can contribute to good health.  

 To show control over an object in pushing, patting, throwing, catching or kicking it.  

 To practice some appropriate safety measures without direct supervision 

 To show understanding of the need for safety when tackling new challenges, and considers 

and manages some risks.  

 To handle equipment and tools effectively, including pencils for writing. 

 To use a pencil and hold it effectively  

 To write recognisable letters and numbers.  

 To negotiate space successfully when playing racing and chasing games with other children, 

adjusting speed or changing direction to avoid obstacles.  

 
 

 

 

Home learning and other information 
 Homework is sent home each month in the form of simple challenges.  

 Your child is heard read once a week and their home/school reading book will be 

changed at this time and again on Friday.  

 PE kits for indoors and outdoors should be in school.  

 Library Day is on Thursdays.  

 Fund is £9 for this half term (voluntary donation). 

 Please make sure your child has their book bag, reading book, reading record, plastic 

wallet and outdoor coat in school everyday. 

  

 

Understanding the World  
SPECIFIC AREA 

 To develop an understanding of growth, decay and changes over time.  

 To show care and concern for living things and the environment.  

 To make observations of animals and plants and explain why some things occur, and talk 

about changes.  

 Remembers and talks about significant events in their own experience.  

 Knows some of the things that make them unique, and can talk about some of the 

similarities and differences in relation to friends or family.  

 Enjoys joining in with family customs and routines.  

 Looks closely at similarities, differences, patterns and change.  

 They select and use technology for particular purpose (ELG).  

 Can talk about some of the things they have observed such as plants, animals, natural and 

found objects  

 Children know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials 

and living thing (ELG).  

Our focus: 
Seasonal changes  
Our natural surroundings  
Celebrations and festivals  

Our focus is: 
Improving pencil control skills and letter/number 
formation 
Moving around our learning environment safely 
and considerately 

 

Our focus: 
Counting, recognising and writing numbers to 20 
Counting on and counting back 
Addition and Subtraction  

 


