
Nursery’s Home Learning. 
Week 6 of School Closure. 

Monday 11th May 2020 
 

 
Everyday Literacy Ideas:  
 
• Share story books together – there are plenty of animated books on YouTube if you do not have many 

books at home i.e. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DXCie36i7Bk.  Talk to your child about the pictures 
in the book and any new words that they come across in stories. Ask questions such as: how the characters 
are feeling, what might happen next, what your child would do if they were one of the characters in the book 
e.g. “What would you do next if you were Goldilocks?” In our classroom we always have a story shelf 
dedicated to a different book each week for example if we were reading ‘The Three Billy Goats’ then we 
would put 3 billy goats, a troll and a bridge on the shelf. The children love playing with the items on the 
story shelf. Sometimes they retell known stories or the make up their own stories. This is great for 
developing their story telling skills. Follow your child’s lead by reading stories that they are interested in and 
when they want to read.  

• Sing Jolly Phonics songs with your children. Here is a link to the songs.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U2HYM9VXz9k. These songs can be played in the background while 
children are playing or they can be sang as an activity. We always sing the songs as an activity in Nursery 
and we will continue singing the different songs until the children get restless. Once children have become 
confident with the songs and letter sounds at the beginning of the link, we skip ahead and begin our singing 
at a different point so that they can learn the songs and sounds that come in the middle and towards the 
end. There are actions to go with each song (see the bottom right hand corner). We always do these actions 
with the children so hopefully they will be able to teach you!  

• Play phonics games with your child to develop their early reading and spelling skills. There are lots of ideas 
for different games that can be played here 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/19059 
9/Letters_and_Sounds_-_DFES-00281-2007.pdf  . This is the document that we follow at school.  In 
Nursery we spend the year working through phase 1. There are 7 different aspects within phase 1 that we 
work through. We have done lots of work on the earlier aspects already, we are now mainly focusing on 
aspects 5,6 and 7. Here is an example of some activities:  
      
* Phase 1 Aspect 5 activities https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=us35cqDRnfU  
* Phase 1 Aspect 6 activities https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AOmndXPQ08U  
* Phase 1 Aspect 7 activities https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tv4E_D9t2jU  
* If your child is confident with blending sounds (e.g. hearing the sounds c   a   t and pushing the sounds 
together to hear cat) then challenge them to segment (e.g. hear the word cat and be able to tell you that 
the sounds in that word are c    a    t).  
 
An activity that could be done is to set up some stepping stones (which could be cut out of paper) and put 
1 item or picture of a CVC object on each stone. As an example the first stone may have a pictures of a 
cat, the second stone may have a picture of a pen. After you have set up the stepping stones, find one of 
your child’s favourite toys and explain to your child that they need to help their toy to jump across the 
stepping stones. In order to help the toy jump onto a stepping stone the child has to segment the CVC 
object on that stone. A treat could be waiting at the end of the stepping stones such as a few smarties. 
Please note that a CVC word is a word that is made up of a consonant, then a vowel, then a consonant. 
Some examples of CVC words include cat, dog, pen, pin, bun, bed, ten, jam or hat. 
 
● Mark make lots. We try and incorporate mark making as often as possible in the different areas of our 
classroom. Paper and pens are always available the mark making area. We try and make it look attractive 
by including a variety of things such as different types of paper, a variety of colouring in pictures and 
different notebooks. In other areas of the classroom we might roll out an unused wallpaper roll onto the 
carpet and let the children get creative. They usually like it when we draw alongside them, modelling to 
them how to draw various things, giving them different ideas of things to draw. The children are free to 
incorporate different toys into their mark making play if they want to, sometimes they bring cars and we 
draw carparks with numbered spaces. Sometimes the children bring small dolls and we might draw a park 
with a swing, slide and the dolls can play in the park. Furthermore, when the children build models with 
duplo or bricks, we encourage them to draw a picture of their model into a special book before we have to 
tidy it away. We try to take photographs when we can too and we stick these photographs next to the child’s 
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picture This create a very special book that they are proud of! When we can keep models we encourage 
the children to write a label e.g. ‘a car, a truck’ or to label their model with their name. Children might make 
some marks which don’t look like the actual words but it is there representation of that word and that is 
great! Sometimes children might be able to write some letters if an adult shows them how to write them. 
Follow your child’s interest and try to avoid making writing seem like ‘work’. 
 
Mark making doesn’t have to include pens and paper. In Nursery we mark make onto tin foil or with chalk 
on the floor. We also mark make with our fingers or clean paintbrushes in trays of glitter or trays of shaving 
foam. We also mark make outdoor with sticks in mud, with water and clean paint brushes or paint rollers or 
even with some sticks or leaves dipped into mud. All mark marking is important and helps children to 
develop.  
 
● Encourage your child to develop their name writing skills. This is best done with large pieces of paper 
(e.g. A3 paper). Show your child how to write their name, or individual letters from their name. Allow them 
to copy you or have a go on their own if they are able to. Allow them to explore writing the different letters 
and gently encourage your child to hold a pen in a pincer grip. Furthermore, when your child is forming 
recognisable letters, gently encourage them to use the correct letter formation (e.g. to write and a by starting 
at the top, going all the way around, up, down and flick) It’s important that your child learns these skills but 
it’s also important that writing doesn’t become a chore for them so encourage them but don’t force them. 
Always make it fun. An idea is to give name writing meaning for example, can they make a sign for their 
bedroom door? Your child could focus on writing their name and they could keep going over their name in 
different coloured pens. We call this ‘Rainbow Writing’.  

 
Spring 2 Theme:  

 
What is growing in our garden and in our world?  
 
 

This Week: 
 
This week we would have returned to our learning about things that grow from seeds. We would recap what a 
plant needs to grow (sun, warmth and rain). I would explain that lots of the things that we eat grow from seeds 
and I would show them some examples such as tomatoes, peppers, apples and avocado). I would ask children 
if we wanted to find some seeds to grow some of these fruits and vegetables where would we look? We would 
establish that we would look inside the fruits and vegetables and I’d invite the children to help me cut each fruit 
or vegetable open so we could look inside. We would use lots of descriptive language to talk about the fruit and 

vegetables and to build up children’s vocabulary (juicy, hard / soft, lots of seeds or some, sticky, mushy, heavy, light). 
Following this I would ask the children to help me put some of the opened fruits and vegetables into a tray and provide 
them with children’s tweezers so that they could develop their fine motor skills by picking some of the seeds out of the fruits 
during their free play.  
 
 
 
 

Key Language:  
Stem 
Leaf 
Roots 
Petals 
Seeds 
Broad Bean 
Descriptive language related to fruits and vegetables explored  
 

 



 
Writing:  

 
During a following carpet session we would look at a large diagram of a plant (I normally hand draw this on a 
large piece of paper). I’d explain that we can see lots of the different parts of the plant and that we already know 
lots about the plant but that the children’s favourite teddy doesn’t (in school we would be using Teddy Share 
Bear). I’d ask the children to help teach Teddy Share Bear about the different parts of the plant and we would 
work together to label the plant. I would ask children to help me hear the sounds in the words where appropriate 
and I’d ask them to help me write some on the letters. We would have labelled the petals, the stem, the leaves 
and the roots. Following on from this activity each child would plant a broad bean into a clear cup with damp 
paper towels. As the plant grows the children can watch all the different parts of the plant develop. We leave 
the plants out where children can access them so they can see the changes daily and where they can take 
responsibility for watering them.  
 
 
We would also create a ‘Bean Diary’ to document how our green beans will / have grown. We create diaries 
with several pages. The children can create a front cover then cut and stick images to represent a beans 
lifecycle. We encourage the children to label their pictures eg bean, root, shoot, leaf, flower. Activities which 
support this include watching their own bean plant grow, reading a story called ‘My Bean Diary’ and watching 
a time lapse of a bean plant growing (see link) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w77zPAtVTuI . I have tried 
to find an online version of the story of ‘My Bean Diary’ however I’ve been unable to find one.  
 
 

 

 

Practical activities you may wish to try:  
Below, I have included pictures which are taken from Pinterest and show a variety of activities that you could 
replicate with your children at home.  
You may wish to search for your own activities instead. 
I simply searched for ‘Easter eyfs’. There are hundreds more photos and ideas that your child may wish to try. 
Consider the skills you want to teach to your child or the skills you wish your child to learn/practice when making 
your choice. (To begin with, refer to your child’s next steps document sent home at parents evening). i.e.  

• Cut along a line with scissors. 

• Mix paint and make different colours 
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• Develop pencil control/grip – fin motor activities such as threading or playing with playdough help develop 
fine motor skills and muscles strength.  

• Counting skills 

• Blending sounds together/recognising sounds etc.  

• Segmenting the sounds in words  

• Using capital letters. 

• Learning number bonds to 20.  

• Writing sentences with finger spaces.  
 
 

 Planting beans. Throughout 
this week we often read ‘Jack And The Beanstalk’. Children may enjoy creating a castle to go at the top of their 
beanstalk.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This activity supports childrens fine motor skills, strengthening the muscles in their hands which supports 
handwriting development. It also enables them to learn  how cartons of juice are made.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



In this activity we could say to children that in order for Jack to climb the 
beanstalk, the leaves need to be in the correct order from 1 – 10. They may spend some of their time ordering 
the numbers, or they may spend some time simply inserting the lolly sticks which will develop their fine motor 
skills. They could also play imaginatively with it retelling the story of ‘Jack And The Beanstalk’ or developing 
their own story. We follow the children’s lead when they are in free play and avoid disrupting their  learning but 
we would encourage them if we wanted to develop a particular  skill such as numeral recognition and ordering.  
 
 
 
 



In this activity children are encourage to count the correct number of 
beans onto each leaf, developing their numeral recognition and 1:1 counting skills.  
 
 

A craft activity like this encourages children to create their own 
beanstalks while also developing their cutting skills. It is quite difficult to cut continuous curved lines like this so 
although they may need some support, this type of challenging activity helps them develop perseverance skills. 
 
 
  
 



In Nursery we have the resources to create a ‘Jack And The Beanstalk’ 
small world area. If you’re children really enjoy this story perhaps they would enjoy creating their own by 
decorating a box to make a castle and using green materials to make a beanstalk.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
These are just a few activities. Some of the activities are very resource dependant. We are lucky to have a 
wonderful selection of resources at school, tailored to setting these types of learning activities up and we 
regularly have shopping trips on top of that!  However, I realise you may not have these resources in your 
homes. There are lots and lots of ideas on Pinterest so you can select ones that are suitable for you. Remember 
that we follow the children’s lead when we are planning activities in Nursery. If you struggle to find resources 
for activities related to the current topic of oceans, then search for other things too. Some ideas to search are 
eyfs science,  eyfs maths, eyfs investigation, eyfs fine motor, eyfs art, eyfs phonics. Another idea is to search 
by your child’s interest for example, eyfs dinosaurs, eyfs space eyfs spring. As stated above consider the skills 
you want to teach to your child or the skills you wish your child to learn/practice when making your choices. 

 

Maths:  

This week we would have been focusing on numeral recognition (adapt activities to suit your child’s stage of 
development. They may be working on recognising numbers 0 – 5 or beyond).   
 
● Measuring Footprints.  
In this activity I would draw around several children’s feet and the children would help me to order them from 
smallest to largest. We would then measure one of the footprints using broad beans, I would ask children to 
write the how many broad beans that foot measured to help us remember. Before measuring the other footprints 
we would estimate how many beans long each footprint might be based on whether it is larger or smaller.  
 
●Measuring Bean Plants.  
 
Once the plants have begun to grow we would select 3 or 4 plants which were different sizes. We would use 
multilink cubs to measure one of the plants and we would write the number down to show how many beans tall 
it was. Based on the height of that plant we would estimate and measure how tall each of the other plants are. 
 
 



 
●I Spy Shapes 
We introduce children to different shapes and their properties. This week we would focus on 2D shapes (circle, 
square, rectangle an triangle). I would introduce the different shapes and we would identify them by name. As 
we looked at each shape I would ask how many sides? How many corners? As we count I encourage the 
children to feel each side or corner as they count. Once we have explored this we lay several shapes in the 
middle of the circle and play ‘I Spy’ I might say ‘I spy…’ followed by a shape name or I might say ‘I spy…’ 
followed by a property for example ‘ I spy a shape with 3 corners’.  
 
●Musical Shapes  
 
This activity has the same learning objective as the activity described above. We would begin by looking at the 
different shapes and their properties and then I would put each shape in a different area of the room. We would 
put music on and dance. When the music stops the children have to listen to what I spy once they have worked 
out which is the correct shape they run to it.  
 
  

  
 
 
 
● A useful maths document is linked below. It is a very lengthy document with 190 pages! However, there are 
some very good maths activity ideas.  The document consists of 2 sections, one is ‘Number Words and 
Numerals’ the other is ‘Counting Sets’. Each of these sections breaks activities down into phases, the phases 
get more complex as they continue so keep scrolling through until you find suitable activities.  At the beginning 
of each phase there is an explanation of the focus of that phase and a description of effective practice. There 
is also a table which identifies the various activities within the phase and it shows which skills each activity aims 
to develop. It isn’t necessary to read all of this information. It is clear where the descriptions of activities are as 
the layout is different. I would suggest skim reading activities until you come across one you might want to use. 
There are lots of tables at the beginning, keep scrolling past these until you get to page 81 where some activities 
are described.   
 
https://www.foundationyears.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/Numbers_and_Patterns.pdf  

PE: 

 
Government recommends at least 1 hr activity every day (normally 30 mins at school and 30 mins at 
home). It is really beneficial to everyone’s mental and physical health to stay active.  
 
There are lots of websites available to encourage your child to stay active both indoors and outdoors  
Here are few other websites I use at school already. You may find them helpful. Please use them as 
much as you can and enjoy these challenges together! 
 
PE Passport: 
The content is designed to provide fun and engaging challenges to be attempted at home and as 
families. We have added Dance, Yoga, Hand/Eye Coordination skills and Personal Challenges. We 
will be updating the content daily over the next week and we hope the resources available will help 
your school community stay active during the closure. We have 
also provided external links to other websites that might prove useful to parents and carers whilst at 
home. 
https://homelearning.primarypepassport.co.uk 
 
5-a-day: 
Please visit www.5-a-day.tv  to login using these details. 
USERNAME: 5-a-dayAtHome     
PASSWORD: AtHome123 
 

https://www.foundationyears.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/Numbers_and_Patterns.pdf
https://homelearning.primarypepassport.co.uk/
http://www.5-a-day.tv/


5-a-day Fitness is a collection of online 5-minute follow-along fun fitness routines with an array 
ofdifferent themes, from Pirates to Superheros, and Pop to Jive. Resources can easily be used at 
anyime, in most spaces, and without any physical equipment. Cross-curricular language learning 
resources are available in French, Spanish and Welsh, and can also be easily used at home. These 
language videos have MFL voice-overs and optional on-screen Key Word translations, thereby 
improving language reading and listening skills.  The Time-2-Chill resources are 2-minute follow-
along routines concentrating on relaxation, imagination, co-ordination and mindfulness, a great way 
to assist well-being. There’s no preparation required, simply log in, select a video routine, join in, have 
fun, get fit and learn at home! 
 
 
You Tube: PE with Joe, Cosmic Yoga and Just dance are popular YouTube channels. 
 

   
 
GoNoodle:  
 
This website has a collection of dances to learn. You need to set up an account but it is free to do 
so. The children’s favourite is ‘Milkshake’. 
 
Youth Sport Trust (free resources) 

 

Art: 
#DrawWithRob 
 
Children’s Illustrator, Rob Biddulph, has launched a twice weekly, 10 minute lesson on his YouTube 
channel. Every Tuesday and Thursday, Rob will recreate one of his characters enabling children to 
draw along with him. www.youtube.com/channel/UCBpgrJijMpk_pyp9uTbxLdg The first video, 
drawing a dinosaur called Gregosaurus, is 
online now. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/user/ArtforKidsHub/playlists  
There are hundreds of different videos 
and the children can find a video to draw 
almost anything! This is a great activity to 
help the children develop their listening 
skills and their pencil control, along with 
their drawing skills.  
 
 

https://www.youthsporttrust.org/free-home-learning-

resources?utm_campxaign=11402914_Coronavirus%20message&amp;utm_medium=email&amp;utm_source=Y

outh%20Sport%20Trust&amp;dm_i=1ZLF,6SEJM,WQR6M2,R5Y6F,1 
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Other Useful Website and resources I use in class: 
  

www.phonicspla
y.co.uk  

Username - march20 
Password – home 
 
 
 This website has lots and lots of phonics 
based games to play. The children should 
be familiar with some of the games as we 
play them in class.  
 
 

www.stories.aud
ible.com/discove
ry  

This website is full of free audio books for children. Listening to other people 
read stories to us can be an exciting change to your child’s usual story time 
reader.  
 
There is a huge range of stories to listen to.  

 
 

https://hungrylittl
eminds.campaig
n.gov.uk/#3 

You’ll find some short videos and simple, fun activities that 
you and your child can do together. 

The activities are broken down the activities by age, but no 
one knows your child better 
than you do. You could pick 
and choose from the ideas that 
feel right for you, adapt the 
suggestions or even come up 
with your own. And you can 
use whatever language you feel most 
comfortable with. 

 

http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
http://www.stories.audible.com/discovery
http://www.stories.audible.com/discovery
http://www.stories.audible.com/discovery
https://hungrylittleminds.campaign.gov.uk/#3
https://hungrylittleminds.campaign.gov.uk/#3
https://hungrylittleminds.campaign.gov.uk/#3


 

 


